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The year 2012 proved to be another Landmark year with funds in place for
the completion of the Mid-Galiano Island Protected Areas Network which
connects existing protected areas into a contiguous conservation network
extending from Trincomali Channel across to the Georgia Strait.
This annual report shows where our funds come from and what has been
achieved with them. It is through the tremendous dedication of our staff and
the contribution of time and ideas from our members and volunteers that we
are able to accomplish so much with such a modest budget.
On behalf of the Board, thank you for your support.
Ursula Deshield, Treasurer
~ The First Purpose of the Society ~

To preserve, protect and enhance the quality of the human and natural environment of the area.
— from the Constitution of The Galiano Conservancy Association
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Environmental Education 2012 Annual Report
Galiano Community School
Thanks to the support and cooperation of the Galiano Community
School, we have piloted most of our children’s programs with the local
Kindergarten to Grade 8 students, taking them out of the classroom to
do mapping, stream monitoring, restoration and replanting with native
species, marine studies and watershed explorations. Our ongoing work
with these students focuses on deepening their appreciation of the special
place they live in, offering them some time out of the class, and having
them participate in projects which provide learning, physical activity and
a lasting and visible contribution to the community.

January 23
K-2: Salmon in the Classroom:
Cory the Coho Puppet Show
April 12
K-2: Salmon Fry Release Day and
Greig Creek Watershed Program
June 4
Gr. 3-7: Aboriginal Awareness Day
at Montague Provincial Park
October 11
K-2: Ecosystems of Dionisio
Provincial Park

Programs to Off-Island Groups
Drawing mainly from the Greater Vancouver and Victoria areas for our
one, two or three day long programs, the Galiano Conservancy offers
integrated ecological education to youth aged 5-18 and to family groups.
A special focus is inner city and disadvantaged groups who have little
access to hands-on environmental education.
15 groups, 21 program days and total of 312 participants
8 disadvantaged groups received bursaries to offset transportation costs.

Single day programs:
participants from public and
private schools, Grandparents
Raising Grandchildren and
Victoria Immigrant and Refugee
Centre Society
Multi day programs:
March 31-April 1
Katimavik
October 16-18
Metchosin Technical School
Restorative Retreat Programs:

October 22
Gr. 3-7: Secrets of the Forest
Restoration Program at Pebble
Beach Reserve

March 12-15
Galiano Youth
May 26- June 3
Katimavik
July 3-5
T’Sou-ke and Pacheedaht
July 18-19
Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren

Galiano Activity Centre
During the summer, the Conservancy provides a variety of Nature Study
activities for the children on Galiano. We conducted four field trips for
44 youths aged 5-12.

July 23
Pebble Beach Reserve
July 24
Bluffs Park
August 15
Greig Creek Watershed
August 16
Montague Provincial Park

Galiano Playgroup
The Nature Buddies Preschool Program is a one hour nature program that is delivered to young children ages
2-5 and their parents. This one hour program is delivered every week and consists of a spring session (March
and April) and a fall session (October and November). There were a total of 16 delivery days with 91 youth and
64 adult participants.

Ecotours
As one of our social enterprise ventures, we continue to offer ecotours to the general public. In 2012, there were a
total of 4 tours with 17 participants.

Woodstone Residence
The Island Explorations Program continues year round and is delivered about twice per month for the
residents of the Woodstone Residential Treatment Centre. Over the course of one year, a total of 149 individuals
participated in this program.
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Native Plants Demonstration Garden
This Demonstration Garden was installed to inspire people to use native plants when considering their gardening
or landscaping projects. This is known as “naturescaping”. It is a type of landscaping that incorporates native plants,
thereby enhancing habitat for a myriad of birds, insects such as native bees, amphibians, reptiles and mammal
species.
As you wander through this garden, conveniently located on the site of Galiano’s Recycling Centre, you will see
a variety of native plants with nearby signage describing the form, habitat, blooming period, and edibility. These
plants can be purchased at the Conservancy’s Native Plant Nursery or at Galiano’s lively Saturday Market.

Native Plants Nursery
For the past decade the Native Plant Nursery operated as a part of the land management and planning department
of the Galiano Conservancy that was funded by grants. In 2012, the nursery completed its first year as a social
enterprise with revenue and expense items accounted for separately from all other projects. Here are the results:

EXPENSES
Balance Forward
$257
Labour 			$6,396
Materials and Supplies $493
Transportation 		
$120
Total Expenses 		
$7,266

REVENUE
Plant Sales 		
Volunteers 		
Total Revenue 		

$2,324
$1,335
$3,659

Surplus/Deficit

-$3607

Volunteers donated 89
hours, the equivelant
of $1335

Over the next three years, we intend to increase the stock at the
nursery with a focus on plants that are desired by the public. It is also
anticipated that the demand for plants will increase with upcoming
restoration projects at DL57.
In addition to the regular operation of the nursery (and not included in
the above expense/revenue report), grants were obtained to complete
a native plant demonstration garden at the Galiano Island Recycling
and Resources site. This has been deemed a success for the purposes of
education and raising the profile of the nursery.
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Land Management, Mapping And Planning
Our primary focus for land management activities in 2012 was on the new Learning Centre property. Our work
included detailed ecological mapping and inventory along with assessment of infrastructure and past land-use
to provide a baseline of information for planning. We also initiated the development of the management plan to
guide our future use of the property and protect the health and resiliency of its ecosystems. Restoration work at the
Learning Centre was limited, though we did manage to clear a large swath of Scotch Broom from the cove area.
We continued restoration work at Laughlin Lake, in DL63 and in a variety of Galiano’s protected Garry Oak
meadows. Complementing this restoration work was our stewardship program for private land. The Conservancy
offered expertise in low impact land use and restoration to landowners, many of whom entered into good faith
agreements to provide ecologically sensitive and responsible stewardship for their properties. Other projects
included our salmon re-introduction program in Greig Creek, and our contract with BC Hydro to replace Scotch
broom with native plant communities under transmission lines on Parker Island.
We also collaborated on the conservation of eelgrass and other marine habitats with a variety of island
conservancies and NGO’s in the region (known as the Seagrass Conservation Working Group), and were
contracted to provide GIS services for eelgrass mapping in the Trust Area.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the following funders for supporting our land management and
planning activities in 2011: Gencon Foundation, TD Friends of the Environment, Canada Summer Jobs Program
– Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, Real Estate Foundation of British Columbia, Vancity
Sustainable Environment Fund.
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Species at Risk

Threatened Habitat

Rockfish Recovery

Marine Protection

Rockfish (rock cod; red snapper) have been on
the decline since the 90s, and unlike lingcod, are
showing no signs of recovery. This is mainly due to
their sensitivity to overfishing and their extremely
long lifecycles (the oldest rockfish found to date was
205 years old!) We have long been involved in the
designation of rockfish protection areas, and this
year began exploratory dive surveys to see how many
rockfish are in our Galiano waters.
Since 2007, 164 no-take Rockfish Conservation Areas
(RCAs) have been in place in BC, with 86 in the Strait
of Georgia alone! Most people don’t even realize
that they are there – did you know that three RCAs
border Galiano Island, accounting for roughly 40% of
its shoreline? We have been gathering video footage,
and are excited to show you in the coming year what
lies beneath the waves!

Since 1996, we have been working closely with a variety of government agencies and ENGO’s as part of
the Southern Strait of Georgia Marine Conservation
Network to develop a National Marine Conservation
Area (NMCA) in the Strait of Georgia. An NMCA
would provide some no-take sanctuaries, restrict
offshore oil exploitation, and require conservationminded management of the region from seafloor to
seashore. This project has now moved forward to a
critical stage, where a proposed NMCA border has
been drawn up by Parks Canada and approved by
BC Parks, and is entering a public review phase to
determine the feasibility of the project. In the coming year we will be increasing public understanding
of the issue, and providing research on the important
areas and critical habitat for the many species at risk
that depend on this vast coastal ecosystem.

Galiano Learning Centre
Connecting to the Land
Several days in a natural setting with inspirational teachers can change
the directions of a young person’s life. Galiano Island is an extraordinary
place to observe and experience the natural world, offering daily
interaction with eagles, sea anemones, and arbutus trees - species not
often encountered in urban life. It has been suggested that youth are
suffering from “Nature Deficit Disorder”, “a condition caused by the
cumulative human costs of alienation from nature, including diminished
use of the senses, attention difficulties and higher rates of physical and
emotional illnesses.” (Richard Louv, Last Child in the Woods, 2005). The
Galiano Restorative Learning Centre will enhance traditional disciplines
such as science, geography, history and the arts by providing hands-on examples of how this learning is relevant
to everyday life. Youth will apply skills in literacy and numeracy when taking part in activities ranging from
biodiversity monitoring studies to reflective writing. The Learning Centre will also provide participants with
opportunities to build a sense of community, personal leadership and life skills. The Conservancy’s Restorative
Retreats will create life-changing learning experiences for inner city and marginalized youth, and will be open to
people of all ages and backgrounds.
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The Mid-Galiano Conservation Network
1. Bodega Ridge Park was initiated by Galiano Island groups and individuals. The Galiano Conservancy was

1

Lot 1, DL58 completes the
protection of the Great
Beaver Swamp and provides
ecosystem connectivity right
across the island, from Pebble
Beach to the cliffs of the
Trincomali Nature Reserve

2
3

From the Bodega Ridge summit, home of rare flora, the meandering network of conservation jewels descends to
The Learning Centre next to the Trincomali Nature Reserve.

2. Laughlin Lake. The long history of Laughlin Lake’s disturbances did not stop us from seeing its ecological

value. Through ongoing restoration projects, we have seen the lake return to a more natural state, and it now serves
as very important wetland habitat for many native species. It was not until the 1970’s, presumably when beavers recolonized the area, that standing water began to collect in the Laughlin Lake basin. By the 1990’s the lake was filled,
once again resembling its 19th Century levels. Laughlin Lake provides the headwaters for Greig Creek on Galiano.
The 13 hectare lake is part of a 27 hectare protected area purchased by the Galiano Conservancy Association and
partners in 2001. The location of the lake in the mid island region makes it key to landscape level connectivity.

4

The Land Donation at
Laughlin Lake provides
protection for the lake’s
riparian zone, and provides
a connecting corridor to
Bodega Ridge.

instrumental in bringing The Nature Conservancy of Canada to the project. With their help, Bodega Ridge became
the first acquisition by the Pacific Marine Heritage Legacy.

5
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3. Pebble Beach is an award winning and unique experimental restoration of a portion of the second-growth
plantation forest on District Lot 63. The current state of the land is the direct result of past timber production
management objectives. The site is predominantly two plantation forests, and the focus of a unique forest
restoration effort begun in 2001 by the Galiano Conservancy, carrying out the restoration work with as minimal
impact as possible. To get some of the feeling of what it is we are doing in District lot 63 check out “Let It Rot”
a 6:36 min film made in conjunction with The Gulf Islands Film and Television School. (See website www.
galianoconervancy.ca)

4. Great Beaver Swamp. Since William Ralph’s 1888 survey of the dam, this wetland was briefly used as
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The Islands Trust Fund, Galiano Conservancy Association (GCA) and the Nature Conservancy of Canada have secured 40 hectares
(100 acres) of forestland on Galiano Island. Situated between the Great Beaver Swamp and the GCA’s new learning center, the property
becomes part of a continuous protected area of more than 500 hectares (1,200 acres) known as the Mid-Galiano Conservation Network.
The new nature reserve protects the remaining portion of the Great Beaver Swamp and much of its upland forest. Pockets of oldgrowth
Douglas-fir and Garry oak stand on an inland bluff stretching across the property. Below, a lush forest of red alder, Western redcedar
and bigleaf maple drapes over the new protected area. The Salish Sea is notable for an abundance of bird species, and this new nature
reserve is no exception, protecting habitat for at risk species such as Olive-sided Flycatcher and Great Blue Heron. “The acquisition of DL 58
completes the creation of a network of diverse protected areas,” said Ken Millard of the GCA. “This lot joins the Trincomali Nature Sanctuary
to Bodega Ridge Provincial Park via a corridor comprising the Great Beaver Swamp, Cable Bay Restoration Forest, Laughlin Lake and the
recently purchased Learning Centre Land on DL 57.” The Islands Trust Fund acquired the property thanks in part to generous donations from
the members and supporters of the Galiano Conservancy Association (GCA). The Nature Conservancy of Canada joined the partnership,
matching the funds raised by GCA with the support of the Government of Canada through the Natural Areas Conservation Program. The
property will be protected by the Islands Trust Fund, with a conservation covenant registered in favour of GCA. “Working in partnership with
the GCA and the Nature Conservancy of Canada has resulted in a major conservation success for the Salish Sea,” said Jennifer Eliason of the
Islands Trust Fund. “Through GCA’s long-term vision, there is now a network of permanently protected habitat across Galiano Island. This
acquisition provides wonderful connectivity essential to the survival of many species.”
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pasture in the middle of the 20th century. The beaver have returned to the area and have restored the “Great
Beaver Dam” recreating the 6 hectare wetland system of today, a similar size to that described by William Ralph in
1888. The Great Beaver Swamp is one of the largest wetlands on Galiano. It provides valuable habitat for birds and
amphibians and is a regular watering hole for Black-tailed deer, River Otter, Mink and other mammals. It is also
the source of Beaver Creek which flows northeast to Cable Bay.
“[The Great Beaver Swamp] is an excellent example of landscape and watershed-level conservation planning that
ensures protection of not just an individual wetland or stream, but the entire wetland complex, stream and riparian
areas.” —The BC Conservation Data Centre
The acquisition of the Great Beaver Swamp is an integral component in the protection of the Beaver Creek
Watershed, which is protected by both Crown land and Conservancy land in the Pebble Beach Reserve. With the
acquisition of the Great Beaver Swamp completed, it will now become a part of the Pebble Beach Reserve, and is an
integral part of the Mid Galiano Island Protected Areas Network.

5. The Learning Centre. Located on the southwest shore of Galiano Island, the acquired property for The

Learning Centre is 188 acres and features over 2 kilometers of waterfront, two seasonal streams, a working farm,
wetlands, and over 80 acres of mature forest. The land was purchased by the Conservancy in cooperation with
The Nature Conservancy and with the help of many generous partners. The facility is operating on a temporaryuse permit for tent platforms and cookhouse to allow programming to proceed as we develop sustainable, green
structures and infrastructure.

6. Trincomali Nature Reserve. The Learning Centre’s southward shoreline, in a startling transition, abruptly
soars to become the Cormorant Cliffs of the neighboring Trincomali Nature Reserve. The Reserve, famously, the
home of the Double Crested Cormorant and Peregrine Falcon (both red-listed) protects a spring, which is the
source of water for an adjacent wetland at The Learning Centre. The Reserve is owned by Islands Trust Fund.
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Galiano Conservancy Association
RR #1, Sturdies Bay Road
Galiano Island, BC V0N 1P0
250.539.2424
conservancy@galianoconservancy.ca
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Visit our new Website!
Just google Galiano Conservancy…

