
1

T H E  G A L IA N O  C O N S E RVA N C Y  A S S O C IAT I O N

 A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 3



2 3

Coleen Doty
Alan Doty
Allison Colwell
All students of the Galiano 
Community School
Alysha Tylynn Jones
Andrew Simon
Andy Beers
Annie Brown
Barbara Moore
Barkley Burich
Barry New
Bob Campbell
Brad Locket
Bruce Dolson
Cheryl Bastedo
Chris Gaylor
Christian MacDevitt
Chuck Garland
Danillo Gerber Andina
Dave Ages
Dave Polster
David Jarvis
Deborah Curran
Deidre Jewel
Diane Laronde
Dianna Lily

Dora FitzGerald
Doris Recinos 
Doug Latta
Dylan Erickson
Ed Andrusiak
Elizabeth Latta
Emily Gonzalez
Eric Higgs
Eric Touchburn
Erik Wilkinson
Felix Erhard
Frank Arnold
Fred Stevens
Galiano Concert Society
Galiano Island Soapworks
Galiano Trading
Gary Moore
Geoff Gaylor
Greg Gammon
Gulf Islands Kayaking
Harry Lipetz
Herb Hammond
Jack Garton
Jamaica Reimer
Tom Hennessy
Gary Coward
Terry Hoffman

Rachelle Van Zanten
David Gaylor
Marek Czuma
Linda Millard
Sergio Parenti
Annie Brown
Bob Harmer 
Laurie Maccallum 
Nicole Mouner 
Dora Fitzgerald 
David Jervis 
Chidakash 
Erin Anderson
Meryl Sheepens
Jane Wolverton
Janice Oakley
Janine Georgeson
Jenna Falk
Jeremy Crowle
Jessica Hill
Joan Robertson
John Pritchard
John Gill
Jordan Dessertine
Judy Garland
Kate Berger
Kate Emmings

Kelly Brooks
Keltie Miles
Ken Millard
Kia Salomon
Lia Chalifour
Libby McClelland
Lisa McIsaac
Liz Harmer
Loren Wilkinson
Marion Travis
Michael Gill
Mike Hoebel
Paul Gregory
Paul Kopas
Pearl Roberts
Peter Reiner
Richard Nathans
Richard Wilson
Risa Smith
Rita Frewer
Rocky Ridge B&B
Rose Longini
Sharon Masui
Shauna Anderson
Shera Street
Sky Forest
Sonia Theroux

Steve Goldberg
Sue Turner
Bill Simmons
Susan Rybak
Suzanne Fournier
Sylvie Beauregard
Tamara Nile
The Sands of Morning Beach B&B
Tom Mommsen
Ursula Deshield
Victoria Stevens
Vilupti Barrineau
Vincent Hamman Benoit
Virginia Monk
Rose Marie Umano
Meghan McKay 
Orion Finney 
Patti Moreland
Jack Garton
Jeannine Georgeson
Alison Colwell
Eva 
Rob
Frederic
Chris Tollefson
Heather Martin

~  The First Purpose of the Society  ~

To preserve, protect and enhance the quality of the human and natural environment of the area.
—  from the Constitution of The Galiano Conservancy Association

The Galiano Conservancy has continued with its outstanding work in conservation, 
restoration and environmental education during the year of 2013. While much of 
this work took place on the land of the Conservancy’s  Learning Centre, work also 
continued on other sites such as Mt. Sutil, Retreat Island,and Laughlin Lake. With 
the addition of DL 58, the Galiano Conservation Network now consists of 500 
Hectares, extending from Trincomali Channel to the Salish Sea. 

This has all been accomplished through the tremendous dedication of our staff, 
the contribution of time and ideas of our volunteers, the financial support of our 
members and the generosity of our funders.

On behalf of our Board, thank you for your support.

Ursula Deshield, Director
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Environmental Education GALIANO NATURE PROGRAMS
Family oriented 2 hour programs offered to visitors and 
locals.

Spring Break Programs
From Mussels to Middens – March 16

Caddisfly, Salmon and Trees – March 20

DL57 Tour – March 23

Intertidal Extravaganza – March 28

WOODSTONE RESIDENCE
Nature Awareness Education Programs
Using the reflections of the outer world and the inner self, 
twenty-one nature awareness programs were delivered 
to groups from the Woodstone Residence (a residential 
treatment centre for young people with eating disorders). 
-  January to December 

Two 4-part series were developed and delivered:

The Restoration Series – January 16, 23, 30 and February 6

The 4 Elements Series – July 10, 24, 31 and August 6

ECOTOURS
Tourists join a Conservancy staff member for a tour of 
special island places.  

These run as a social enterprise to supplement funds for 
the education programs.

Four tours were delivered in 2013 – February 22, May 2, 
August 13, August 14

PROGRAMS TO OFF-ISLAND GROUPS
Groups travel to Galiano for one-day field trips or multi-
day experiences. All ages, but mainly K – 12.

Environmental Education Single Day Programs
15 programs were delivered to groups such as public 
and private schools, nature youth groups and Victoria 
Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society.

Multi-day Programs and Nature Camps
3 groups participated:  Edward Milne Community School 
May 8 – 10; Grandparents Raising Grandchildren August 
20 – 21 and August 27 – 28

Bursary Programs
8 groups for a total of 203 participants were given 
bursaries to alleviate costs such as travel and program 
fees.

TOTAL EDUCATION PARTICIPANTS
Of all the youth, adults, teachers and leaders in our 
education programs, there were a total of 577 from off-
island and 701 from local groups for a grand total of 1278 
participants!

EDUCATION STAFF
Our staff was composed of Pauline Brest van Kempen and 
Patti Pringle and summer students Andrew Simon and 
Jenna Falk.

GALIANO COMMUNITY SCHOOL

A variety of programs for youth in Grades K – 8.

Grades K - 2

Salmon in the Classroom

Cory the Coho Puppet Show – January 29

Salmon Fry Release Day and Greig Creek Watershed Program 
– April 24

Environmental Education Single Day Programs

Adventures at the Great Beaver Swamp Program – June 5

What a Marine Life Program – May 24

The Five Senses – September 30

Grades 3 - 7

Forest Restoration and Education Project (FREP)

This project included in-class sessions and field experience 
at the Learning Centre site and our Pebble Beach site.  
Students learned about basic forest ecology and how to 
plan a restoration project, and then planted trees and 
shrubs at the Learning Centre property.  - February 26, 
February 28, March 5, March 7, March 14

Mill Site Restoration Project 

Knowledge from the FREP project was added to as 
students were engaged in the initial phase of the 
restoration of the DL 57 Mill Site.  - October 28,  
November 18, November 27.  This was a year long  
project that was completed on May 8, 2014.

SLC Class

Environmental Education Single Day Program

What a Marine Life Program – April 25

Nature Camp 

A 3 day overnight camping trip to Dionisio Provincial Park.  
June 24 – 26

GALIANO ACTIVITY CENTRE

Full day youth summer drop-in program for youth  
ages 5 - 12.

Spring Break Program

The Monsters of Murchison Creek – March 21

Summer Programs

Through the Heritage Forest to South Cable Bay and back 
again! - July 30

The Science of the Plants, the Sea and the Sheep!  
- August 6

The Wonders of the new Galiano Learning Centre property!  
- August 13

GALIANO PLAYGROUP SOCIETY

Short one hour programs for preschool children  
aged 1 – 5.

Nature Buddies

8 weekly spring sessions:  Raccoons, Eagles, Lambs, Blooms 
of Spring, Spiders, Frogs, Butterflies and Moths, Crabs – 
March 5 to April 30

8 weekly fall sessions: Squirrels, Deer,Snails and Slugs, Trees 
in the Fall, Bats, Mushrooms, Owls, Rocks and Crystals  
– October 1 to November 19
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Land Management, Mapping And Planning
The Learning Centre was the main focus for our 
planning work in 2013.  The year began with the 
development of a management plan for the property.  
The Plan embraces the philosophy  that “what is best for 
the ecosystems of the land should figure highly in any 
decisions. The land should be regarded as a community 
to which we belong that both sustains us and is 
sustained by us; to be honored, loved and respected. 
Activities on the land should bring us closer to natural 
processes, to ourselves and to one another.  It includes 
goals and objectives focused on:

•  practicing ecological stewardship

•  �creating opportunities and providing facilities  
for learning, research and innovation

•  contributing to local food security

•  �contributing to local economic development

•  providing public access

•  creating opportunities for recreation

The management plan provided a case study for 
a Resource Guide for Collaborative Conservation 
Planning authored by Deborah Curren.   
Both documents can be found on our website  
http://galianoconservancy.ca/publications.

Ecological restoration was also a big focus in 2013 with 
the initiation of work on the former portable mill site 
at the Learning Centre as well as the continuation of 
our annual work plans for Mt. Sutil, Retreat Island, 
the Great Beaver Swamp, Laughlin Lake and the 
Pebble Beach Reserve.  Our restoration work provided 
opportunities to positively engage with nature and give 
a helping hand.  Participants included the children at 
the Galiano Community School, dozens of community 
members, off-island youth through our education and 
eco-therapy programs, and university students from 
both local and European institutions.  

Complementing this restoration work was our 
stewardship program for private land. The Conservancy 
offered expertise in low impact land use and restoration 
to landowners, many of whom entered into good 
faith agreements to provide ecologically sensitive and 
responsible stewardship for their properties.  

Trail building and mapping was also a theme for 2013 
with new trails constructed at the Learning Centre and 
roughed in on neighbouring Vanilla Leaf Land Nature 
Reserve.  We also completed trail mapping contracts 
for our local Galiano Island Parks and Recreation 
Commission as well as for CRD Regional Parks.

Other projects included our salmon re-introduction 
program in Greig Creek, and our contract with BC 
Hydro to replace Scotch broom with native plant 
communities under transmission lines on Parker Island.    

We also collaborated on the conservation of eelgrass 
and other marine habitats with a variety of island 
conservancies and NGO’s in the region (known as the 
Seagrass Conservation Working Group), and were 
contracted to provide GIS services for eelgrass mapping 
in the Trust Area.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
following funders for supporting our land management 
and planning activities in 2013: Gencon Foundation, 
TD Friends of the Environment, Canada Summer Jobs 
Program - Human Resources and Skills Development 
Canada, Real Estate Foundation of British Columbia, 
Vancity Sustainable Environment Fund, EcoAction 
Community Funding Program, Walmart – Evergreen 
Green Grants Program.

The Feral Sheep  
Round-up Attempt
On September 22, 2013, the Galiano 
Conservancy teamed up with three sheep 
herders and their dogs to attempt to round-up 
5 feral sheep on the Galiano Learning Centre 
property. The team consisted of fourteen 
people and three dogs.

The first step was to locate the sheep on a 188 
acre parcel of land. Once they were spotted, 
they immediately began to run away. We soon 
discovered that the sheep herding dogs were 
used to working in open areas with fences, 
not on the uneven terrain of valleys, ridges, 
cliff edges and forest that we were travelling. 
It became an adventure of purely human 
effort. We were like commandos on a mission 
using hand signals and whispering over the 
radio statements like: “I have visual. The sheep 
are moving north. Get in position.”

As things go, just as we had the sheep moving 
in the direction that we wanted them to go, 
it was time for the dog team to depart for 
the ferry. Regardless, we continued anyway 
and eventually had them running within 20 
feet of the paddock, but we needed to round 
them 180 degrees to get them through the 
gate. With 5 feral sheep charging at top speed 
and each loaded with fifty pounds of wool, 
we needed a hoard of people to turn them. 
Instead we only had two volunteers as the 
‘wall’ to stop them. Inevitably they broke 
straight through and went on their merry 
way. As dark descended, we accepted our 
losses and decided to end the chase.  
A valiant effort, one and all!

The Agricultural Initiative at the Learning Centre 
Contributing to food security through the practice of 
small-scale sustainable agriculture

“Agriculture, agroforestry and forest use activities will contribute to food 
security objectives, provide materials for the development of facilities 
and infrastructure on the Land and generate opportunities for small-
scale economic development. These uses will also provide opportunities 
for experiential learning, research programs and the development of 
innovative practices for sustainable production of food, timber and non-
timber products. These activities should be managed in a holistic manner 
– always taking into account how each activity as well as the sum of all 
activities relates to the ecological processes on the Land.” A grant was 
obtained from Vancity to begin agricultural work at DL57. As a result of 
these funds, a pre-existing garden fence and greenhouse were refurbished 
in 2013. Vegetable crops were grown and harvested from the greenhouse 
and a garlic bed has been prepared and planted within the confines of the 
fenced in garden space.

The opportunity for agriculture on this property is abundant. The 
Galiano Conservancy can integrate agriculture into many avenues of the 
Learning Centre through educational programming, by offering food for 
participants, by demonstrating a food forest, or by integrating concepts of 
sustainable living with agriculture and ecological restoration. With proper 
care, planning and collaboration in the future, agriculture could add to the 
success of the Centre.

Summary of Achievements
•    �ALR (Agricultural Land Reserve) Land Capability and Suitability for Agriculture Summary 

of District Lot 57 completed by Gary Runka P.Ag.; 

•   � �Site-Level Agricultural Assessment for identified growing sites completed by  

Victoria M. Stevens, P.Ag., P.Geo.; 

•   � �����Galiano Learning Centre Agricultural Summary compiled; 

•    750 square foot greenhouse refurbished; 

•    garden fence erected; 

•    initiated visioning with GCA Board and the Galiano Food Program; 

•    3 bin compost system built.
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Originally the Plant Nursery was established to support the 
Conservancy’s Education and Restoration projects. During the 
Year 2013, the focus of our restoration work moved to DL 57, the 
site of our Learning Centre. The result has been a steep increase 
in the need for plants native to Galiano in order to restore the 
disturbed land, especially on the old Mill Site. Subsequently, 3/4 
of the stock have left the Nursery for new homes at the Learning 
Centre and across the island. Work is underway to re-build the 
stock through a focus on propagation in 2014 to meet the growing 
demand.

A great number and variety of trees, shrubs and herbs were raised 
in the Nursery from seeds  and cuttings, taken at peak times. 
All of our plants originated from local Galiano Island stock and  
therefore are best suited  to the  particular climate and soil of the 
site for which they are intended.

During the summer of 2013, the Conservancy set up a table at 
the Galiano Saturday Market offering plants for sale and advice on how best to care for them. The revenue from 
these sales and individual consultations for private landowners have provided support for our conservation and 
education projects.

Sales to Public (incl. Pender Conservancy)…………………$3739.

Sales to GCA (contracts, incl. BC Hydro)……………………$8025.

Net Revenue for 2013………………………………………… $31.

Species at Risk 
 

Galiano Conservancy Native Plant Nursery

In late March this year, on a steep cliff on the side of 
Galiano’s Mount Sutil, Ken Millard and I went looking 
for fairies—fairy poppies, to be precise. Against all 
odds, we found one. The White fairpoppy, Meconella 
oregana, is a delicate annual that flowers during a brief 
window of time in very early spring. This little flower 
clings to the side of steep slopes and, at only a few 
centimeters tall, can be muscled out by larger herbs and 
grasses. Its complex habitat requirements, combined 
with threats from development, 
recreation and invasive species 
have led to the White fairypoppy 
being considered imperil led 
throughout its natural global range 
in British Columbia, Washington, 
Oregon and California. It is at the 
northernmost limit of its range 
up here in BC, and the handful 
of populations that remain are 
scattered across Vancouver Island 
and the Southern Gulf Islands.  
So how did we come to find one on 
Mount Sutil?

We had a clue about where to look. 
Defying all odds, the Galiano Conservancy embarked 
on a journey to re-introduce the rare flower to the steep 
mossy slopes of Mount Sutil a year ago. As no previous 
attempts to restore Meconella oregana in the wild have 
succeeded, we had to use a combination of education 
from leading expert Dr Hans Roemer and our own 
intuition, as we chose the location and methods to plant 
the seeds. Spreading over 300 seeds the size of ground 
pepper into three separate 1m x 1m squares on a breezy 
but sunny day, we put our best foot forward and hoped 
for the best. A year later we were scrambling back up to 
the site and scoured the slopes in hopes of finding the 
tiny plant.

A few potential tiny white flowers poking up; we dared to 
allow a sliver of hope into our hearts. One in particular 
seemed to have just the right form, with the basal leaves 
that looked like little green spoons, forming a rosette 
from which a tiny stem emerged, bearing a few lance-
shaped leaves and a graceful little white flower. The 
flower was not yet open, and it nodded as though in a 
deep and gentle slumber.

Our trusty Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team 
species-at-risk handbook showed the flowers as they 
were open, pointing straight up to the sky with all petals 
flung wide in a triumphant serenade to the sky. Even 
this tiny discrepancy caused us concern as many plant 
species can be delineated by a simple difference, such 
as the nodding onion versus the Hooker’s onion. (The 
easiest way to tell those two apart is that one has a flower 
that nods or hangs downward, while the other’s flower 

points up to the sky.)

We photographed the hopeful 
Meconel la  near ly  to  death , 
feeling guilty as we gently poked 
and prodded the one potential 
specimen in our planting area. 
Could it really be?

The next morning, sitting on the 
Galiano Conservancy’s school 
bus at 6am, I waited for Ken so 
we could board the early ferry to 
Victoria (the bus gets a biennial 
check-up). Ken came toward the 
bus with a huge smile on his face— 

‘You’ll never believe it.’ He had checked his email, and 
found the most delightful news waiting for him. Hans 
Roemer had already replied to the email we had sent 
after the trek, and to our shocked delight, he immediately 
confirmed that one of the photos we had attached of 
our nodding beauty was indeed Meconella oregana. He 
congratulated us on our find, and in doing so, put us both 
on cloud nine. We had done it!

Now that we have discovered re-introduction is 
possible,we hope to refine our planting methods and 
work to establish a population of White fairypoppies on 
Mount Sutil, aiding the recovery of this fragile species. 
In the face of mass extinctions happening all over the 
world, it is such an incredible feeling to take part in 
increasing biodiversity in a place, and helping a species 
to survive. Together with our seed donors and partner 
organizations, we hope to change the fate of this delicate 
flower on Galiano Island.

Here’s to believing in fairies.
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The idea of an annual established fundraiser was 
realized in 2013 with the first Walkalong for Learning, 
an event to celebrate conservation and community, 
with donors on-and off-island, all committed to 
creating multi-day nature programs at a Learning 
Centre in the heart of Galiano Island. The Labour Day 
weekend was chosen and 65 enthusiasts walked the 
6-kilometer hike in the newly completed Mid-Island 
conservation network, from Laughlin Lake to Pebble 
Beach, culminating in a celebration at the Learning 
Centre, with music, food and prizes. The completion of 
this mid –island protected network from coast to coast 
was realized when DL58 (recently named Vanilla Leaf 
Land) was acquired, making the last vital connection. 

The walk was a surprising success, raising about 
$20,000, surpassing the original goal of $15,000. 
Walkers’ individual pledges, social media, the 
spectacular landscapes and perfect weather combined 
to make the day memorable.  Funds raised are used for 
Bursaries for our Forest to the Sea education programs, 
enabling hundreds of urban children and youth to 
participate. 

The plan to host the second annual Walkalong this 
year has already been activated with an ambitious 
goal, so please watch for the date and participate!

First Annual Walkalong for Learning
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Visit our Website!  
galianoconservancy.ca

Galiano Conservancy Association
RR #1, Sturdies Bay Road
Galiano Island, BC  V0N 1P0
250.539.2424
conservancy@galianoconservancy.ca


