Hyperabundant Deer in the Salish Sea

Too Much of a Good Thing

Deer populations are about 10 times higher
than historical levels?

Today the density of black-tailed deer in the
Gulf and San Juan islands ranges from 0.21 to
1.6 deer/ha, with many islands exceeding

1 deer/ ha.z> Multiple lines of evidence suggest
historic deer densities were well below 0.08
deer/ha (1 deer per 12.5 ha), and that above
this threshold negative impacts to ecosystems
emerge.?

Causes & Effects

Reductions in hunting, loss of
predators (cougars, wolves) and
supplemented food supply with land
use change have allowed deer
numbers to escalate to the point
where they are transforming island
ecosystems.! Deer hyperabundance
negatively impacts deer health with
increased risks of disease and
parasites.
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Ecological Impacts

Overabundant deersimplify and
degrade island ecosystems

Research conducted in the Gulf Islands over
the last 20 years has shown substantive
ecological impacts resulting from

browsing by hyperabundant deer
populations. These browsing impacts lead
to the loss of entire plant communities and
then cascade through to declines in
pollinator and songbird communities as a
result of altered foraging and feeding
habitat.>®
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Hyperabundant Deer Browsing leads to...

Loss of Forest Understory
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Thrlvmg oak-camas meadows support cuIturaIIy important foods and medicines, like camas
and other carbohydrate-rich root foods




What Can We Do?

Support Indigenous-led
Deer Harvesting

e Harvesting of black-tailed deer by
Indigenous hunters in accordance with
their cultural practices and safety
regulations, led by guardian stewards
appointed in different regions

e Hunters and stewards paid honoraria
equivalent to efforts, as appropriate

e Meat processing and youth mentorship
workshops held with communities

Create Opportunities for
Local Hunters

® |Increased licensed hunting by local
hunters on the land, both Indigenous and
non-Indigenous resident hunters

® Supporting hunting through increased
certifications (PAL, CORE), guided hunting
trips, regulation changes, and supplies

e Private landowners inviting hunting on
their land through hunting agreements
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Prevent Harm to

Learn more about Local Predators
Restoring the Balance
Q’uayél g’uwen e Improve natural predator persistence

within the region by increasing social
acceptance for predators that naturally come
to the area

e Qutreach efforts about predator presence,
and provide financial supplements when
livestock predation events occur
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